
 

FOI Request Response information 

FOI request reference: 2016/206 
Date request received: 03/08/2016 
Date request responded to: 18/07/2016 
Category: Service delivery 
Tags: Autism, assessments, waiting times, 

referral 
 
Request Detail: 
 
Info re autism assessments 

• How many autism assessments were conducted in each of the last five 
years  

• How many cases took over three months between a referral and a first 
appointment? 

• What was the longest wait for a first appointment? 
 

Response Detail: 
 
The Trust response to your recent FOI request can be found in the attached pdf 
document. 

 

Please click on the paperclip symbol, on the left hand toolbar, to see additional 
attachments. 

 
 

 





Lancashire Care NHS Foundation Trust (LCFT) is not formally commissioned to perform diagnostic 
assessments of autism in adults. In Lancashire, Autism diagnostic assessments are commissioned by 
Clinical Commissioning Groups from two main provider services. These are Brief Therapy Support 
Services and Action for ASD. These two organisations provide diagnostic assessment and in the case 
of Action for ASD, post diagnostic support and peer support also. 
 
Whilst not directly commissioned to provide autism diagnostic services LCFT do have some clinical 
staff members who are trained to administer the ADOS diagnostic tool. Guild Lodge Secure Service 
and our Forensic Community Services have through the course of clinical work with patients 
performed autism diagnostic assessments.  
 
1. Number diagnosed in last five years by year: 
 
Across our secure inpatient and forensic community services; 
2012- 4 
2013- 4 
2014- 5 
2015 - 1 
2016 to August – 5 
We have two new referrals for ASC assessment. 
A number of referrals across the Specialist Services Network have been for patients with a pre-
existing ASC diagnosis. These numbers have not been included.  
 
2.  How many cases took over three months between a referral and a first appointment? 


 
Three cases waited longer than three months from referral to first appointment. These were all 
referrals from within the secure mental health business unit, where issues of comorbidity and 
engagement were relevant factors. Also, the assessment pathway within the service was being 
developed at this time. 
 
3. What was the longest wait for a first appointment? 


 
The longest wait was 7 months from referral to first appointment.  
 





